Winter – Spring 2009

Peace & Justice Film Series

Sponsored by the University of Montana Students for Peace & Justice and the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center
Thursday, February 5th, 5:30pm & 8:00pm:
 (USA: 1987, 135 mins.)
Matewan

Written & Directed by John Sayles, Starring Chris Cooper and James Earl Jones

Presented in Conjunction with the Labor Film Festival
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Starring Chris Cooper and James Earl Jones, Matewan is director John Sayles’ powerful dramatization of the struggle to unionize the coal fields of West Virginia in the 1920s. Black and Italian miners, brought in by the company to break the strike, are caught between the two forces. Union activist and ex-Wobbly Joe Kenehan (Chris Cooper), sent to help organize the union, determines to bring the local, Black, and Italian groups together.

The drama is riveting, the music is beautiful and the camera work is gripping. Matewan was nominated for the 1988 Oscar for Best Cinematography.  But the film is deeper than most Hollywood action movies. It is a treatise on the tactics of political oppression, portraying the use of racism and xenophobia to divide the miners from each other. It superbly portrays the conflict and cooperation between black and white miners, and the debate among them over the use of violence. 

“I've been called nigger, and I can't help that's the way white folks is. But I ain't never been called no scab!”

— Few Clothes Johnson (James Earl Jones)

Thursday, February 12th, 5:30pm & 7:30pm:
 (USA: 2006, 89 mins.)
Encounter Point
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A Film by Ronit Avni and Julia Bracha

A true story about the everyday leaders who refuse to sit back as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict escalates. Suicide bombers and kidnappers spewing hateful, nihilistic rhetoric on one side. And  on the other one of the world’s most powerful armies raining down its massive force to subdue the local population. 

Encounter Point moves beyond sensational and canned images to tell the story of an Israeli settler, a Palestinian ex-prisoner, a bereaved Israeli mother and a wounded Palestinian bereaved brother who sacrifice their safety, public standing and homes in order to press for a grassroots movement for nonviolence and peace.

Because of the current war in Gaza and the recent one in Lebanon, Encounter Point is a critical film for all Americans to see, in part to understand what drives the violence, and in part to recognize those who are working to stop it.











There will be a lively and respectful discussion after each screening 
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All of these movies are thought provoking, so please stay afterwards and share your thoughts with other members of the community. You are welcome and encouraged to come regardless of where you find yourself on the political spectrum. 

Diversity of opinion leads to richer discussions and deeper understanding.

At the UC Theater in the University of Montana’s University Center, 3rd Floor
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Take Bus 1, 8, 12 or the UM Shuttle. Free Parking after 5pm.

All Films are Free and Open to the Public

www.PeaceAndJusticeFilms.org


