
Wi nt er  &  Spr i ng 2009  

Peace &  Ju st i ce Fi l m  Ser ies 
Sponsored by the University of Montana Students for Peace & Justice and the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center 

 

Feb. 5: Mat ew an                  Special Screening Times:  5:30pm &  8:00pm 1987, 135 min.    
Starring Chris Cooper and James Earl Jones, Matewan is director John SaylesÕ powerful dramatization of the struggle to unionize the coal fields 
of West Virginia. The movie shows oppression of the miners by the coal companies; conflict and cooperation between black and white miners; 
and the debate among the miners over the use of violence.  
Guest speakers: Students for Economic and Social Justice (SESJ) Presented in Conjunction with the Labor Film Festival 

Feb. 12 : Encount er  Poin t  2006, 89 min. 
A true story about the everyday leaders who refuse to sit back as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict escalates. Suicide bombers and kidnappers on one 
side spewing hateful, and one of the world’s most powerful armies on the other, raining down its massive force to subdue the local population.  

Feb. 19: Bone Cr usher  – Presented in Conjunction with the Big Sky Documentary Film Festival  2008, 69 min. 
In the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, a young coal miner named Lucas Chaffin toils one mile underground in a dangerous mine.  
Guest Speaker: Film Maker Michael Fountain 

Feb. 26: Br ave New  West  2007, 80 min. 
In 1989 Jim Stiles began publishing the politically progressive “Canyon Country Zephyr” in the heart of conservative Mormon Utah. The 
Zephyr combines humor, history, honesty and artistry in its coverage of the issues and the land and people that are Jim Stiles’ passion. 
Guest Speaker: Film Maker Doug Hawes-Davis 

March 5: Walk ou t  2006, 110 min. 
A film with a powerful message that resonates 40 years after the events it depicts occurred, Walkout is the stirring true story of the Chicano students of East LA, who in 
1968 staged several dramatic walkouts in their high schools to protest academic prejudice and dire school conditions.  

March. 12: Maxed Out : Har d Tim es, Easy  Cr edi t  and t he Er a of  Pr edat or y  Lender s 2006, 90 min.  
Author and filmmaker James D. Scurlock takes on the powerful financial industry in an insightful and infuriating documentary about 
credit card debt in America. As he crisscrosses the United States, Scurlock interviews average Americans whose lives have been ruined 
by predatory financial lenders. 

March 19: Sold i er s of  Conscience 2007, 87 min. 
Soldiers of Conscience is a dramatic window on the dilemma of individual U.S. soldiers in the current Iraq War – when their finger is on the 
trigger and another human being is in their gun-sight. Made with cooperation from the U.S. Army and narrated by Peter Coyote, the 
film profiles eight American soldiers, including four who decide not to kill, and become conscientious objectors; and four who believe in their duty to kill if necessary.  

March 26: Shor t s N igh t  2006-2008, 63 mins. 
El Otro Lado (2006, 13 mins.) In 2004 Anne Wallace drove the 200 mile US/Mexico border, crossing back and forth recording interviews. El Otro Lado follows the 
rhythm of an endless wall as voices and sounds of the changing landscape reveal the controversial border fence to be a projection of our fears and desires. 
Wild Versus Wall (2008, 20 mins) This video covers the ecological effects of enforcement and infrastructure in the four states that share boundaries with Mexico. 
Between Bulls and Mosquitoes (2008, 30 mins) Mountainous, impoverished, and isolated, Tajikistan faces impediments to social progress that can turn natural 
phenomena into humanitarian disasters.  
Guest Speakers: Between Bulls and Mosquitoes Film Makers Emily Crawford and Solmaz Mohadjer, and John Wolverton of the Sierra Club. 

April 9: Jai l ed f or  t hei r  Wor ds: When Fr ee Sp eech Died in  War t im e A m er i ca 2008, 60 mins. 
Entangled in a distant war, a nation lost sight of its highest values. Men and women who spoke out against the war were punished. Their families 
were torn apart. In Montana, scores of people were convicted of sedition, merely for criticizing the war effort or for refusing to prove their loyalty 
by buying war bonds. Some were sent to prison for up to 20 years. 
Guest Speaker: Author Dr. Clem Work, Professor of Journalism, University of Montana. 

April 16: Bur n ing t he Fu t ur e: Coal  i n  A m er i ca 2008, 89 mins. 
Challenges US energy policy including the notion of “clean coal” by following activists in the West Virginia coalfields as they fight back against the day to day side effects 
of toxic ground water, the destruction of 1.4 million acres of mountains, and the ever powerful coal industry. 

April 23: Pi ck axe 1999, 96 mins. 
Anti-logging activists occupy a timber sale in Oregon for nearly a year.  Over the months a community builds as it develops into the Cascadia Free State. This inspiring 
documentary shows the power of direct action, determination and good leadership. 

April 30: I r on Jaw ed A ngel s        Special Screening Times:  5:30pm &  7:45pm 2004, 125 mins.  
They had no vote, no political clout, and no equal rights. But what they lacked under the law they made up for with brains, determination and courage in the struggle for  
women’s suffrage. Their resistance to force-feeding earned the nick-name “Iron Jawed Angels.” Starring Hillary Swank and Anjelica H uston.  

May 7: K i ng Cor n  2006, 90 mins. 
Behind America’s dollar hamburgers and 72-ounce sodas is a key ingredient that quietly fuels our fast-food nation: Corn. Alarmed by signs of America’s bulging 
waistlines, Ian Cheney and Curt Ellis leave the east coast for rural Iowa, where they decide to grow an acre of the nation’s most powerful crop. 

 

 

Ther e w i l l  be a l i vel y  and r espect f u l  d i scussi on  af t er  each  scr een ing of  each  f i lm   
All of these documentaries are thought provoking, so please stay afterwards and share your thoughts with other members of the community. You are welcome and encouraged 

to come regardless of where you find yourself on the political spectrum. Diversity of opinion leads to richer discussions and deeper understanding. 
 

Thur sdays at  5:30PM and 7:30 PM ( UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)  
A t th e UC Theat er  i n  th e Univer si ty  of  Mont anaÕs Univer si ty  Cente r , 3r d Fl oor  

Take Bus 1, 8, 12 or the UM Shuttle. Free Parking after 5PM. 
 

A l l  Fi lms ar e Fr ee and Open t o t he Publ ic 
www.PeaceAndJusticeFilms.org 


